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OWelcome to the start of your  Unigue Japan Journey!

Our team are really looking forward to planning your trip to Japan.
I f you have any questions, at any ti me,

Please quote the fol lowing reference when contacting us:

Ancient Trails of Japan

We can be reached on any of  these numbers:

(

IRL +353 (0)1 6787008 (9am 9 5.30pm)
UK +44 (0)20-3239-2519 (9am & 5.30pm)
USA +1 347-688-3952 (8am o 3pm)

Email:info@uniguejapantours.com

As a result of th&€ovid19 Pandemi¢ changes in accordance with WHO guidelines and advice-lwill
be implemented on all of our tours. Full updates will be sent to you in advance and can be vk-wed
online: uniquejapantours.com ,
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14 Days / 1 3 Night Small Group Tour

1.WhyChoose Unique Japan Tadurs

1. FULLY BONDEPINANCIAL PROTECTION

Unigue Japan Tours is a membeT ofal Payment Protectiomho fully guarantee and

protect financial transactions between you and Unique Japan Tourstoyr is fully topp
protected no matter what country you are paying from. Full details of this will be =~ PROTECTED
clearly explained in our terms andhclitions. ACL Number - 47671

2. Small Groups witNO MINIMUM NUMBHROLICY

Our groupshave always beemtimate insize We prefer quality over quantity. For that reasonr average

group size averages &2 people (naximum 16 guarante@dSinceour tours startedn 2007,and unlikenany

other operators out therewe havenevercancelled a tour because iosufficientnumbers If we get less than

the minimum number to rua i 2 dzNJ 6 OdzNNBy Gt & aSad G ¢ LIS2L) S0 R?
designing a senr@scortedversion of the same tour. The only difference to you will be instead of having a full

time tour leader throughout, you will be met on arrival at eachidatbn by local guideend assistantsalmost

like your own private tollr [See Inclusions on Pagé] 1

3. LocalTeam with24/7 Emergency Helpline

Our local company UJT Services G.K. [also owned by Unique Japawilloueskee N

all operations ofyour trip from start to finish. Our team imokyo arebusy working ;Qﬁ

behind the scenes ensuring each tourgwemoothly, in real time! Sgest assured, /)/

no matter whatyour problem may hewve will be with you all the way. While on ol < SER\”CES
small group tours, your tour leader &/or local guides will be your key cofdaeisy
emergencies.

4. 22 Years Experienca Jaan
Our founder Darina Slattenyfjrst visited Japan in 1998, where she &ddt ¢ 2 | aVRijQ & —
Gakuiin UniversityToday, she leads a team of Japan travel experts, workingpuvitreds Ja <
of local suppliers in Japan directly, and selling tours to Japbally. Thisnvaluable
knowledgeand vast network of connectiomss resulted us being able to create the mcepensinfe

amazing itineraries for people. All our tours are tried and tested ensuring our clientg '
time, memories, & savings while on your trip.

5. OUR CREWJAPAN TRAVEL EXPERTS

Our work ethic ifamily & customer focusedVe are a team of 15 Japay
travel experts located in Tokyo, London & Dublin. Our clients come
all over the worldo you can expect diversity in the group which alw
adds a i of colour!

[ S Zdp/Skyg/Chatour way to finding you the best tour that sui
you and your travel partners. We find speaking to you in person will
everyone timewhile ensuring/ou get the best tousuitablefor you.
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2.TourRoute& Departue Dates

G ¢ KS [chBibEfab @b édventure in search of stunning scenery, mystical trails, hot springs and
culinarydé A I K{ a ¢

Start: Tokyo - Finish Tokyo

Duration: 13 Nights / 14 Days  Ryoken/Minshiku: 6 Nights
Theme: Hiking, Mountains,

Photography Code: CP219
Group Size: Min 6, Max 16 Ages: All Ages
Style: Standard Tour Level: oo .

Ancient

Trails of Japan

Fo® O s?nsun
 Nagoya

Tanabe € ?ﬂm

Japans blessed with some of the most spectacular natural scenery in the world, most of which is found deep
in the valleysand high in the mountag) miles away from the big cities that most people know. The mountain
trails chosen for this tour have been passed for centuries by thousands of pilgrims from all walks of life including
retired emperors and samurai leaders. Soraetipular favourites inalde; G KS ! b9{/ h NBXO23yA
azdzylil Aya 2F (0KS YAA t Sy Nakdseatio T@ihat ande linRetzE dkyd tolKyo® G K S
Tsumago to Magom@&he perfect balance, suitable to all levels of fithess.

TOUR DATES:

2021 :
7 April 07- 20 (Cherry Blossom)
9 July 09 22 (Mt Fuji Climb Optio& TokyoOlympic$
9 Aug 06 19 (Mt Fuji Climb Optio& TokyoOlympic$
' Nov 26¢ Dec 09 (KawayWHotspring RiveBathing& Autumn Leaves)
9 Dec 24¢ Jan 06 (Kumand\ew Yea& Kawayu Hotspring RiviBathing
2022 :
T April B-21 (Cherry Blossom)
1 July08 - 21 (Mt Fuji Climb Optio& TokyoOlympic$
fTNov 5 ¢ Dec @ (KawayWHotspring RiveBathing& Autumn Leaves)
1 Dec 2 ¢ Jan 06 (Kumand\ew Yea®& Kawayu Hotspring RivBathing
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3.Tourltinerary

JUNIQUEavl‘l*
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Itinerary in Brief Accommodation
Arrive in Tokyo Narita or Haneda Airport
DAY 1 | Met on arrival by your driverTransfer to Tokyo hotel
Tokyo Meet your group in hotel lobby at 6pm
Welcome dinner at local restaurafimcluded) .
Shibuyarokyu
Breakfast at your hotel Excel Hotel
WITH LOCAL GUIDE 020020 T o
S0k 2 nights)
Our popular Tokyo day tour includes:
DAY 2
1 TsukijiOuterFish Market .
Tokyo 1 Hamerikyu Garden Breakfast daily
9 Tokyo River Cruise Asakusa area
1 Asakusa Kannon Temple & Shopping Street
1 Edo Museum or Skytree (if museum isetds
Evening free time / Your tour leader will give you guidance on where
after dark!
Breakfast at your hotel
Transfer to Kawaguchiko (one of Mt Fuji Five Lakes)
Kasuitei Oya
Lunch at a local restaurant arrival(Please pay locally) (1 nights)
DAY3
Enjoy a leisurely day around Mt Fuji with your tour leader/local assistq [Japanese
(@) Oishi Park RVOK
Tokyo | Kawaguchiko Sightseeing Boat yokan]
Q@ W Mt Fuji 5th Station
Kawaguchik
/ Mt Fuiji Dinner & Hot Springsnsen) atour ryokan

*Tonight,you will sleep on a futon mattress on tatami flooring. If you |
anyissues or prefer to request a bed, be sure to tell us as early as pg
Most ryokans have only a few rooms with western style beds in them

at all)

(Mountain hut for
Climbers in July &
August tour)

Unique Japan Tours
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OPTIONAHIGHLIGHT
for July &August Tours

Begin ascent with small group (Takes appro®. [Bours to asceng
Appropriate clothing/equipment needed but rental can beragead locallyfi
preferred)

1 Start heascen with your guidérom the 5" station ¢, 300n) at
3amapprox.

f Dinner & rest at your mountain hut betweefi 6r 8" station

Arrive to summit by sunrise (see next day for more)

DAY 4

Kawaguchikg
[ Mt Fuiji
Q@
Kyoto

Mt Fuji ClimbergJuly & August Only)
Arrive at summi8,880mon time forsunrise

Walkaround Mt Fuji crater

Packed breakfast picnic on the summit
Descend in your own time

1 Soak in hot spring batlEat something

= =4 =4 =

Transfer to Kyotby bullet train (arrive evening)

Mt FujiNONClimbers:
Breakfast at your ryokan

Today you will move to Kyoto by the famous bullet train
Free time in Kyoto

Your tour leader will show you around the area and give you guidan
where to visit while on your own.

DAY 5

Kyoto

Breakfast at your hotel
& KYOTO City Sightseeing
WITH LOCAL GUIDE 0%,00:00

Visit:

Nijo Castle

Kinkakuji Temple (Golden Pavilion)
Lunch at local restaurant

Arashiyama Bamboo Forest

e & & & €

Fushimi Inari Shrine
Afternoon Tea with loc#yoto Geisha
Ay 2y S 2dgmal/authényic@ed hoRsEdh

Unique Japan Tours

Daiwa Roynet
HotelGrande
Kyoto

(3 nights
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Breakfast at your hotel

Free day in Kyoto

IU“'fa“aﬁV

TOURS

OPTIONAL TOURS
(PreBooking Recommended
DAY 6
- AncientNara& ModernOsaka
Kyoto . . . . . -
- HistoricaHiroshimaand MagicaMiyajima Island
- Kyoto Cultural Experience e.g. Kimono Workspo Ikebana
Workshop, Cookery Class, etc.
Breakfast at your hotel
Transfer to Kifanabe by train
a KUMANO KODSIghtseeing
WITH LOCAL GUIBEBR 3 DAYS
Lunch at local restaurant (Pay locally)
ey Hourtaktoday i your gt (100 e ot able 0 k. Gawayu Onsen
DAY7 |9 y (2 Night
Kyoto Transfer to Kawayu Onsen with your guide
Q@ : .
Kumane | Dinner & onsen (hot springs) at your minshuku local riverside
Kodo minshiku

Seasonal Highlig

[Japanese style]

9 April: Stunning Cherry Blossom walkgt&tographic opportunitie

around Kawayu Onsen area
1 July & AugustMagical clean and fresh water for swimming in f

the banks of Kawayu River (outside your minshiku)
1 November & DecemberSoakin the naturally hot rivelonsen

(walking distance from wo minshiku)

Unique Japan Tours
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DAY 8

Kumane
Kodo

Breakfast at your minshuku

Walkers:

Enjoy a leisurel$3km hiking traiaround Kumano Hongliaisha with you
guide

[Picnic Lunch Provided]

NonWalkers Option:

Take a bus to Kumano Hongu & some of the local villages. Your gu
give you orientation on where to go and how to go there in the morning
guided, details provided)

AllGroup
w Dinner & onsen at your minshiku

DAY 9

Kumane
Kado

Breakfast at your minshuku

Continue orthe Ancient Kumano Trail with your guide. Today is suitab|
both walkers & nofwalkers. Travel will be using chartered vehicle or p
transfer (depending on group size).

Move from Kawayu Onsen towardsKétsuura stopping off at:
w Shingu, Kumandayatama Taisha Shrine

Continue to Kii Katsuura to visit
w Kumano Nachi Taisha & Seigajnto
w Nachi Waterfall

Hill walk required to reach Pagoda for best view of waterfall

Return to the local village

December Sesonal Highlight:

Japanese people usually celebrate the end of the year at their local te
You will experience this fireind by wishing your new year in at Kum
Hayatama Shrine and Nachi Taisha. A very special and unique exg
found only in dpan.

1 Dinnerwith tour leaderat local restaurant (Pay Locally /
Optiona)

Ryokan Katsuur:
Gyoen
(or similay

Japanese Style for
night

DAY 10

Kumane
Kodo
Q@

Nagoya

Breakfast at your hotel
Transfer tdNagoyaby bullet train
Free time in Ngoya toexplore and enjoy the city atmosphere

The Royal Park
Canvas Nagoya
(1 night)

Unique Japan Tours
( IRELAND+353 (0)1 6787008 |UK +44 (0)2632392519

| USA+1 (347) 688952

Skypeuniquejapantourg Website:www.uniquejapantours.corh Emailinfo@uniquejapantours.com


http://www.uniquejapantours.com/
mailto:info@uniquejapantours.com

TOUR DOSSIER
Ancient Trails of Japan

14 Days / 1 3 Night Small Group Tour

JUNIQUEavl‘l*

TOURS Experts ir

g/

Breakfast at your hotel

Walkers: Enjoy a leisurely 8km walk along the Samurai postal road that once

DAY 1 linked Tsumago and Magome. Look out for plenty of bear bells around -be
sure to ringthem! This area is known for having wild bears.
Nagoya
Q@ Non-Walkers: Take local bus along the Samurai postal road.
Kiso Valley _ Hotel Hanasaras
Meet group for tea before making your way to your ryokan.
Dinner and onsen at your ryokan [Japanese styjje
Breakfast at youryokan (for 2 nights)
DAY 2 Today you have faew day. Iffeeling energetic, why not try the Nakaser
trail inthe opposite direction. Or, just relax at your ryokan anjby country
Kiso Valley| life in this magificent Kiso valley.
FarewelDinner & Onsen at your ryokan.
Breakfast at youryokan
Shibuya Excel Hote
Transfer toTokyo by trains. (or similar)
DAY 3 | Free time in Tokyo. Your tour leatigiide will explain where to go and hq 1 night with post
) to spend your time here. tour options
Kiso Vagy available
Q@ If you prefer to fly out of Japan from dfferent airport, we can choose
Tokyo different city hotel for you tonight. Consult with your travel cdiasu. Yar | M(JulyAugust 2021
choice of airports would be Tokyo Hotels will
- Centrair Aport (Nagoya) vary depending on
- Kansai Airport (Osaka) group size due to
- Haneda Aport (Tokyo) Olympics taking
- Narita Airport (Tokyo) place)
Breakfast at younotel.
Transfer to your chosen airport. O®forget to give us your flightletails
o Tour Ends
Your transfer will pick you up at your hotel.
oay i Depart Japan on yourlseted flight (PostTour Nights
P P y ght. Available on
Reqesi)

If you prefer to add postbur nights to your trip, enquire witjour travel
conglltant.

Unique Japan Tours
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4.Destination Highlights
TOoKyO(3 nights)

One gquarter ofll Japanese live in Tokyo or the near vicinity and with a population of over 12 million inhabitants,
Tokyo is one of the largest cities in the world. With its huge skyscrapers, underpasses, overpasses and crowds of
pedestrians, Tokyo may ngeem the maotsattractive city on the surface, but the city has a vibrant chadtits own.

The street level detail is what makes Tokyo such an incredibly interesting place to explore and at every turn you will
be met with an array of sights, sounds antells to enlien the senses.

The city has many major sights to visit such as §efiemple in the old downtown area of Asakusa or the fashion
hub of Shibuya from where all new trends are said to emanate.alllarstay in Tokyo is to experiermae of the
world's most vibrant and interesting cities; a capital hurtling headlong into the future whilst maintaining its links with
the traditions of ancient Japan.

hilce
BI85

Today you take laus from Shinjuku to Kawaguchikbere you will marve|
at one of the most iconic sights in Japan, Mt Fuiji. Tivhsewish to climb
this sleeping giant will start from Kawaguchiko 5th statMaet our
experience Mt Fuji climb guide andeginthis challengingscent. Make
your way up to the 8th statidior a restand some food. \Ake in the early
K2dzZNE +FyR O2yGAydzS @2 dzNJ KA_L_S,__,.L
gAff BHFAG T2N) &dz2cAQa &LISOGF Odz
Many people prefer the viewsf Mt Fuiji from its surrounding lakes. F
those who would rather not tackle the hike you will enjoy lunch at a |
Kawaguchiko restaurant before visiting nearby Oishi Park which is fg
for its stunning views of Mt Fujver Lake Kawaguchi and the surround
natural landscape. Voyage out acrdbe lake on the Kawaguchikc
Sightseeing Boat before settling in for dinfeonsenat yourJapanese
style hotel

11
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Kydo (3 nights)

Brimming with traditionKyotois the ultimate destinatio for anybody who wants to soak up tihenoured
Japanese culture. Home to 17 UNESCO World Heritage sites, over 1,600 Buddhist temples, and 400 Shil
this ancient city showcases the hieand soul of traditional Japan. Kyoto boasts an array dilwtass gardens
majestic festivals and delicate cuisine, all of which make much of the rhythms of nature and the changir
seasons. While on first glance visitors may find themselveskstnore by the ubiquitous geltke structure of
modern metppolitan Japan, a great part of the magic of Kyoto is in picking out its treasures: sacred shrine
in among shopping arcades, tirhenoured teahouses nestling among modern businesseshangeisha of legen:
sweeping down backstreets amongthetdutia ' yR a2 dz0SyANBR® Yez2i2Qa OKI
KSNB ?ENJGKNSS RIFeda 2NJ GKNBS &8SIFNEZ GKS Of 2aSNJ

——1 W i

Afternoon Tea with Geisha

You will have the rare chance to sit and have tea with one
Yye2i02Qa 0S|I dzil A Fdz & 2aryyAQ da | (i
WalA12Q FINB 06SGGSNI 1y26y Ime
Geisha usually starts at a young age (some start at 13/14). Tre
in various Japanese traditional arts such as Kimono wearing, flc
arranging, traditional dance, shamisen (string instrument), anc
on, they spend many years perfecting how to wedks, and breath
like a Geisha. If successful in their progression, they then mov
be a Geisha, usually by the age of twenty or so. Such an intere
experience that you will only find in Kyoto. This experience is ¥
sold on the high street. This rigais a special occasion on our toi =
that we have been proud to offer for many years. So be sure =
bring your camera and be prepared to ask questions. Our M;

are very open and love sharing and listening to your stories toc

12
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WARF

Naraliesjust 40 minutes by local train from Kyoto and is renowned for the wealth of its Buddhist and

heritage. Nara was formerly the end of the Silk Road and was for this reason the area which first saw

teaching making the transition as®the ocean from China. The daibutsu or big Buddha is hugely impressi
the huge wooden structure which houses it, to this day the world's largest wooden building despite the

structure being a third smaller than the original. The myriatirifies and temples are all set against the backd
of the low lying mountains and in the midst of Nara Park, which is famously home to a vast population of pe:
Given half a chance they'll happily munch on your guide books, umbrellas, scarebsuaraything else they ca
get their noses into! You can also buy official deer cookies to feed them with but do so at your own peril.

KumaneKodo(Total 3 nights)

For over 1000 years people from all over Japan, regardless of social class,
including retired emperors and aristocrats, have made the pilgrimage to
Kumano. These pilgrims used a network of routes, now called the Kumano
Kodo, which stretched across the meainous Kii Peninsula. The walk itself
was an integral part of the pilgrimage process as they undertook rigorous
religious rites of worship and purification. Walking the ancient Kumano
Kodo is a fantastic way to experience the unique cultural landscape of
Kumano's spiritual countryside

Unique Japan Tours
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